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all twenty sections by Wednesday, and only six of our rigs are working. Let
me know if you guys can possibly get it done, how, and what extra expenses
we’ll have to incur.”
Regardless of the approach, there are real-world practicalities for the manager
to keep in mind. An overriding consideration is that he or she is responsible for
the method’s result.
It is important for subordinates to know what their role is in any given decision
making process. Problems can arise from the boss’ failing to communicate what
is expected and how supervisory authority will be used. If a grower only wants to
check out a decision that he or she will make, but workers get the idea that it will
be delegated to them, confusion and resentment are likely to follow. When a
foreman who knows from the outset exactly what he wants to hear and tries
using a “democratic front” to get workers to think that the idea is theirs, the act
will probably be smelled from “the back forty.”
Even if they want to involve employees as much as possible, supervisors cannot
delegate any more responsibility than they have been given. Employees ought to
be told clearly about their discretionary limits when asked to take any role in
decision making. And if no action results from the decision they help make, it
should be no surprise when they lose their taste for involvement

The Right Approach
As usual in these matters, different approaches tend to be more practical under
different circumstances. While there is no formula for determining precisely how
to act, several factors bear on whether a given level of employee involvement
makes sense. From instance to instance, the factors have varying weights, but the
grower or supervisor who is sensitive to them can better decide on an appropriate
mode of decision making in any given situation.
Attributes of the Manager
A grower’s own beliefs and personality can usually predict more or less employee
involvement.
• Value system. Some managers believe strongly that employees should
participate in decisions that affect them, and others feel that involving
workers in what managers get paid for is passing the buck. Such views
would obviously influence the approach to decision making. Another
personal key is the importance that the manager attaches to short-term
organizational efficiency relative to long run employee development; the
latter is usually served by more involvement.
• Need for control and certainty. When a manager releases some control
over decision making, he reduces the predictability of the outcome.

Supervisory Decision-Making Styles
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